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Switzerland

Population
9 005 582 (World Bank 2024)
8 778 064 (STAT CH 2023)

Working-age
population

5 856 342 (World Bank 2024)

Refugees, Asylum
seekers, IDPs
Refugees

203 506 (UNHCR 2025)

39 999 (STAT CH 2021)
Asylum Seekers

16 599 (UNHCR 2025)

14 928 (STAT CH 2021)

IDPs

0 (UNHCR 2025)

General Information

Immigration
263 081 (STAT CH 2023)

Unemployment
rate

4.3 % (World Bank 2024)
4.7 % (STAT CH QI 2024)

Citizenship

By Birth

No (GLOBALCIT 2024)
By Descent

Yes (GLOBALCIT 2024)

Years of Residency

10 years of residence required

(GLOBALCIT 2024)
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Emigration

713 623 (UN Emigration Stock
2020)

123 963 (STAT CH 2023)

GDP

936 564 198 048.5 current
prices USD (World Bank 2024)

803 632 000 000 current prices
CHF (STAT CH 2023)

Territory

41 277 km? (CIA World
Factbook)

Data from international sources is updated automatically as it becomes available.


https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.TOTL
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https://migration.swiss/assets/inhaltsbilder/fakten-und-zahlen-2/stat-jahr-2021-kommentar.pdf
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Migration Authorities
Responsible Body

Federal Department of Justice and Police (FDJP) - State Secretariat for Migration (SEM)

Line Ministries
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)
The Federal Department of Home Affairs (FDHA)

The Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research (EAER)

Agencies

The Federal Commission on Migration (extra-parliamentary commission advising the Federal Council and the public administration
on questions of migration)

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
FDJP - State Secretariat for Migration

FDJP - Federal Office of Police

FDJP - Federal Office of Justice

EAER - State Secretariat for Economic Affairs
FDHA - Federal Statistical Office

FDFA - Directorate of Political Affairs

Key Policy Documents

Foreign policy on migration

International Cooperation Strategy 2021-24

Strategy for Integrated Border Management 2027

Federal Act on Foreigners and on Integration of 16 December 2005 on Foreign Nationals (Status as of January 2019)
Asylum Act of 26 June 1998 (Status as of 1 March 2019)

Federal Act on Swiss Citizenship of 20 June 2014 (Status as of 9 July 2019)

National Action Plan Against Human Trafficking 2017 - 2020

Relevant Publications

The Swiss Migration Report 2021

The Main Bilateral Agreements between Switzerland and the EU, 2021

Report on the results of the consultation on Switzerland's international cooperation 2021-24, 2020 (DE)

Evaluation of the National Action Plan to Fight Human Trafficking 2017-2020

Management response fedpol on the Evaluation of the National Action Plan to Fight Human Trafficking 2017-2020 (DE)

The economic and financial implications of Switzerland'’s participation in Schengen/Dublin, 2019


https://www.admin.ch/gov/en/start/departments/department-justice-and-police-fdjp.html
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https://www.sem.admin.ch/dam/sem/en/data/einreise/ibm/strategie-ibm-2027-e.pdf.download.pdf/strategie-ibm-2027-e.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2007/758/de
https://fedlex.data.admin.ch/filestore/fedlex.data.admin.ch/eli/cc/1999/358/20190301/en/pdf-a/fedlex-data-admin-ch-eli-cc-1999-358-20190301-en-pdf-a.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2016/404/en
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=cc0c26583b19c14823a9a95d8c75e256c9bc7363010613b10ec20366d87ad3b2JmltdHM9MTY1NTA3ODQwMCZpZ3VpZD0yMzgxNTRkNC1mNTk4LTY4MTAtM2EzYy00NTE2ZjQ4NTY5ODkmaW5zaWQ9NTE2NA&ptn=3&fclid=238154d4-f598-6810-3a3c-4516f4856989&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmVkcG9sLmFkbWluLmNoL2RhbS9mZWRwb2wvZW4vZGF0YS9ha3R1ZWxsL25ld3MvMjAxNy8yMDE3LTA0LTEzL25hcC0yMDE3LTIwMjAtZS5wZGY&ntb=1
https://migration.swiss/en/migration-report-2021?lang=true
https://www.fdfa.admin.ch/content/dam/europa/en/documents/folien/Folien-Abkommen_en.pdf
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/deza/de/documents/aktuell/dossiers/20200219-vernehmlassungsbericht-IZA_DE.pdf
https://www.fedpol.admin.ch/dam/fedpol/de/data/kriminalitaet/menschenhandel/nap-evaluation/ber-nap-evaluation-2017-2020-d.pdf
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=0f03990d4a83d91aJmltdHM9MTcyNjE4NTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0yMTk5Mjg4MC01MmFhLTZjYjUtMWQzYS0zYzcxNTMwMzZkYmImaW5zaWQ9NTIxMw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=21992880-52aa-6cb5-1d3a-3c7153036dbb&psq=Management+response+fedpol+on+the+Evaluation+of+the+National+Action+Plan+to+Fight+Human+Trafficking+2017-2020+(DE)&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2VtLmFkbWluLmNoL2RhbS9mZWRwb2wvZW4vZGF0YS9ha3R1ZWxsL25ld3MvMjAxNy8yMDE3LTA0LTEzL25hcC0yMDE3LTIwMjAtZS5wZGYuZG93bmxvYWQucGRmL25hcC0yMDE3LTIwMjAtZS5wZGY&ntb=1
https://www.fdfa.admin.ch/content/dam/europa/en/documents/publikationen_dea/Schengen-Wirtschaftliche-Bedeutung_en.pdf

Report of the Federal Council on the Activities of Switzerland's Foreign Policy on Migration, 2019 (DE)
The population of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Switzerland, 2014

Moroccan Tunisian And Algerian population in Switzerland, 2014

European Nationals in Switzerland - Information on the Free Movement Persons, 2013

Putting Policy Coherence for Development into Perspective: Supporting Switzerland’s promotion of PCD in commodities, migration and
tax policy, 2013

Final Report of the "Integrated Border Management" Strategy Group, 2017
Report on International Cooperation on Migration, 2011

The political determinants of the health of undocumented immigrants: a comparative analysis of mortality patterns in Switzerland,
2022

Migration and Migration Policy in Switzerland, 2021

The Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic and the Lockdown on the Health and Living Conditions of Undocumented Migrants and Migrants
Undergoing Legal Status Regularization, 2020

Switzerland and Migration: Historical and Current Perspectives on a Changing Landscape, 2019
Monitoring 2018: RAS - Reintegration Assistance from Switzerland
Effects of free movement of persons on wages in Switzerland, 2013 (FR)

Policies on Health Care for Undocumented Migrants in Switzerland - Country Report, 2011


https://www.admin.ch/opc/de/federal-gazette/2020/6113.pdf
https://www.sem.admin.ch/dam/sem/en/data/publiservice/publikationen/diaspora/diasporastudie-bosnien-e.pdf.download.pdf/diasporastudie-bosnien-e.pdf
https://www.sem.admin.ch/dam/sem/de/data/publiservice/publikationen/diaspora/diasporastudie-maghreb-d.pdf.download.pdf/diasporastudie-maghreb-d.pdf
https://www.sem.admin.ch/dam/sem/en/data/eu/fza/broschueren/blau-europaeer-in-ch-e.pdf.download.pdf/blau-europaeer-in-ch-e.pdf
https://www.aramis.admin.ch/Default?DocumentID=47191&Load=true
https://www.aramis.admin.ch/Default?DocumentID=47191&Load=true
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=71fa2bfb58433c69JmltdHM9MTcyNjE4NTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0yMTk5Mjg4MC01MmFhLTZjYjUtMWQzYS0zYzcxNTMwMzZkYmImaW5zaWQ9NTIxMQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=21992880-52aa-6cb5-1d3a-3c7153036dbb&psq=Switzerland+Final+Report+of+the+%22Integrated+Border+Management%22+Strategy+Group%2c+2012&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmVkcG9sLmFkbWluLmNoL2RhbS9zZW0vZW4vZGF0YS9laW5yZWlzZS9pYm0vc3RyYXRlZ2llLWlibS0xLnBkZi5kb3dubG9hZC5wZGYvc3RyYXRlZ2llLWlibS0xLWUucGRm&ntb=1
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/eda/en/documents/aussenpolitik/menschenrechte-menschliche-sicherheit/2017-und-aelter/bericht-internationale-migrationszusammenarbeit_en.pdf
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/74500
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/74500
https://www.bpb.de/themen/migration-integration/regionalprofile/english-version-country-profiles/switzerland/340382/migration-and-migration-policy-in-switzerland/
https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/impact-covid-19-pandemic-and-lockdown-health-and-living-conditions-undocumented-migrants-and
https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/impact-covid-19-pandemic-and-lockdown-health-and-living-conditions-undocumented-migrants-and
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-94247-6
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/en/resources/report/monitoring-2018-ras-reintegration-assistance-switzerland
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https://www.icmpd.org/file/download/48286/file/Policies%2520on%2520Health%2520Care%2520for%2520Undocumented%2520Migrants%252C%2520Country%2520Report%2520EN.pdf

Switzerland is an immigration country, with a Gallup Potential Net Migration Index of 187%. In 2021, the migration balance stood at
51.000, with 165.600 persons immigrating to Switzerland (87% of them foreigners and 13% Swiss nationals) and 114.600 persons
leaving the country (75% foreigners and 25% Swiss nationals).

In 2020, Swiss emigrants mostly moved to European countries, notably France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the UK. Other popular
destinations include the United States, Thailand and Canada. However, certain destinations are more popular for certain age groups:
retirees, for example, are more likely to move to Spain, Thailand, Turkey and Serbia. Based on a 2018 Internations Expat Insider
Survey, 18% of Swiss emigrants move abroad for a better quality of life, 16% have been sent abroad by their employer, 14% emigrate
for love, 13% move for work-related reasons, and another 13% for adventure. Travelling spouses and students are further categories
that make up for smaller shares among these expat types.

The Swiss immigration policy privileges immigration from EU and EFTA states (it introduced free movement of persons from the EU in
2002) and restricts immigration from third countries to highly qualified persons. In 2021, the foreign resident population totalled
2.190.293 and the main countries of origin were Italy (331.379), Germany (313.702), Portugal (258.943), France (151.551) and
Kosovo (115.575). Nearly half of permanent foreign residents come to Switzerland for economic reasons, a quarter resides on family
reunification grounds and another 11% come for training. Asylum, hardship cases following asylum processes, residence without the
pursuit of economic activity, and other reasons represent around 3% each. Labour migrants work mainly in the service sector (79%),
in industries such as building and crafts (18%), and 3% in agriculture.

In 2021, Switzerland hosted almost 40.000 refugees and received 14.928 asylum applications, constituting an increase of 35.2% as
compared to the previous year. Since 2016, Switzerland has been increasingly becoming a transit country on the route to Germany
and France. Afghan nationals submitted most asylum applications (3.079) resulting from secondary movements from the Balkans,
Greece and Turkey. Other important countries of origin among asylum seekers include Turkey, with 2.330 applications and a steep
increase of 94% as compared to 2020, Eritrea, Syria, Algeria and Sri Lanka. Iragi nationals submitted close to 80% more asylum
applications in 2021 than in 2020, however only 557 in absolute numbers. In addition to individual arrivals, 1.050 persons, mainly
originating from Syria, Afghanistan and Sudan, have been resettled through a programme in 2021.

Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine and until 20 May 2022, 50.000 Ukrainians sought protection in Switzerland. Estimates count on
additional 10.000 arrivals per month. Ukrainian nationals receive a permit S, which entitles holders to stay in Switzerland temporarily.
Cantons are facing challenges related to the reception and integration of the large number of persons fleeing the war, particularly in
the areas of accommodation and schooling. A special evaluation group will identify challenges and questions related to the
application of permit S on an ongoing basis.

According to a survey conducted on behalf of the Federal Office for Migration in 2005, up to 100.000 undocumented migrants have
been residing in Switzerland at the time. In 2020, 10.785 third-country nationals were found to be illegally present in Switzerland and
2.420 have been ordered to leave. Moreover, 3.745 third-country nationals, representing a decade-highest number, were refused
entry at the border. When it comes to trafficking in human beings, cantonal authorities identified 117 victims and prosecuted 136
defendants in 2020. In 2019, 15 traffickers have been convicted, as compared to 21 in 2018. However, lenient sentencing as well as
the lack of comprehensive and sufficiently disaggregated data has been criticised.

The return of irregular migrants, mainly rejected asylum seekers or victims of trafficking, is facilitated by a voluntary return and
reintegration programme. In 2021, 614 persons returned in the framework of such a programme, constituting a decline of 8%
compared to the previous year. Meanwhile, according to Eurostat, the number of persons returned following an order to leave in 2020
stood at 8.715.

The relations between Switzerland and the EU have shaped migration patterns in the former. The two parties have concluded two sets
of agreements: the 1999 Bilateral Agreements | and the 2004 Bilateral Agreements Il. While the first package enabled the free
movement of persons and ensured extensive access to the single European market, the second package extended cooperation in
policy areas such as internal security and asylum. As such, it prepared the ground for the Schengen/Dublin Association Agreements,
formally coming into effect in March 2008. Although the Swiss economy needs foreign skilled labour, the populist-driven political
discourse of the past decade focused on more restrictive immigration policies. Yet, Switzerland rejected an initiative to suspend the
free movement of persons in 2020.

In 2019, revisions of the Law on Foreigners and the Asylum Law entered into force, with the former renamed Law on Foreigners and
Integration. Among other changes, this Law introduced legal requirements for the integration of foreigners, such as language learning
and labour market participation, as well as facilitated access to the labour market for recognised refugees. The revision of the Asylum
Law centralised the asylum system and shortened the time for various stages of asylum decision-making. Moreover, free legal
counselling is aimed at improving the quality of first-instance decisions.

In the field of Trafficking in Human Beings, Switzerland is making efforts to meet the minimum standards for the elimination of
trafficking. In 2021, the National Action Plan Against Human Trafficking 2017 - 2020 has been evaluated. Based on the evaluation
results a third national action planis in the pipeline.

Switzerland endorsed the Global Compact for Migration in 2018. It is actively cooperating with international organizations to continue
the GCM implementation in compliance with all relevant national and international legal frameworks. Overall, Switzerland is very
active in terms of international cooperation, the framework of which is set out in Switzerland’s International Cooperation Strategy
2021-24 and the Foreign policy on migration. It is engaged in international and regional dialogues on migration, such as the Global
Forum on Migration and Development, the Prague Process, the Budapest Process, the Rabat Process and the Khartoum Process. The
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https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/foreign-policy/human-rights/migration/foreign-policy-migration.html

country also concluded migration partnerships with Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Kosovo, Nigeria, Tunisia and Sri Lanka. Further
instruments for the implementation of the foreign policy on migration include readmission agreements and cooperation agreements
concerning migration, as well as programs to strengthen the protection of refugees and migrants in their regions of origin. In
particular, in 2012 together with Norway Switzerland launched the Nansen Initiative to improve the protection of persons displaced
across borders due to disasters and the negative impact of climate change. The country also supports numerous programmes aimed
at combating human trafficking.

latest update: 30 July 2022
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