
Italy

General Information

Population
58 952 704 (World Bank 2024)

58 971 230 (STAT IT 2024)

Immigration
6 553 671 (UN Immigration
Stock 2024)

434 579 (STAT IT 2024)

Emigration
2 941 444 (UN Emigration
Stock 2024)

190 967 (STAT IT 2024)

Working-age
population
37 424 897 (World Bank 2024)

37 341 839 (STAT IT 2025)

Unemployment
rate
6.5 % (World Bank 2024)

5.9 % (STAT IT 2025)

GDP
2 380 825 077 243.6 current
prices USD (World Bank 2024)

2 192 181 600 000 current
prices EUR (STAT IT 2024)

Refugees, Asylum
seekers, IDPs
Refugees

314 167 (UNHCR 2025)

Asylum Seekers

220 800 (UNHCR 2025)

218 175 (EUROSTAT 2025)

IDPs

0 (UNHCR 2025)

9 400 (IDMC 2024)

Citizenship
By Birth

No (GLOBALCIT 2024)

By Descent

Yes (GLOBALCIT 2024)

Years of Residency

10 years of residence required
(GLOBALCIT 2024)

Territory
301 340 km2 (CIA World
Factbook)

Data from international sources is updated automatically as it becomes available.

https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.TOTL
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https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.1564.TO
https://esploradati.istat.it/databrowser/#/en/dw/categories/IT1,POP,1.0/POP_POPULATION/DCIS_POPRES1/IT1,22_289_DF_DCIS_POPRES1_2,1.0
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SL.UEM.TOTL.NE.ZS
https://www.istat.it/en/press-release/employment-and-unemployment-provisional-estimates-april-2025/
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=NY.GDP.MKTP.CD
https://esploradati.istat.it/databrowser/#/en/dw/categories/IT1,DATAWAREHOUSE,1.0/UP_ACC_ANNUAL/IT1,92_506_DF_DCCN_PILN_1,1.0
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/tps00190/default/table?lang=en&category=t_migr.t_migr_asy
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/italy/
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/italy/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/italy/


Migration Authorities
Responsible Body
Ministry of Interior

 

Line Ministries
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Labour and Social Policies 

Agencies
Department for Civil Liberties and Immigration

The Central Directorate for Immigration and Asylum Policies

The Register of Italians Residing Abroad (A.I.R.E.)

Directorate-General for Immigration and integration policies

National Association of Italian Municipalities (ANCI)

Key Policy Documents
Protocol between the Government of the Italian Republic and the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Albania for the strengthening
of cooperation in the field of migration

Law 74/2025, Conversion into law, with amendments, of the Decree-Law of 28 March 2025, no. 36, containing urgent provisions on
citizenship

Law 187/2024, Conversion into law, with amendments, of the Decree-Law of 11 October 2024, no. 145, containing urgent provisions
on entry into Italy of foreign workers, protection and assistance to victims of caporalato, management of migration flows and
protection as well as the related judicial proceedings

Decree 2024, Updated list of safe countries of origin Article 2-bis of Legislative Decree No. 25 of 28 January 2008.

Decree Law 20/2023, Urgent provisions on legal entry flows of foreign workers and the prevention and fight against irregular
immigration

Decree Law 1/2023, Urgent provisions for the management of migration flows

Decree Law 77/2020, Urgent measures on health, labour and economic support, and social policies related to the epidemiological
emergency from COVID-19

Decree Law 130/2020, Urgent provisions on immigration, international and complementary protection

Decree Law 113/2018, Urgent provisions on international protection, immigration and public security

Decree Law 46/2017, provisions for the acceleration of international protection proceedings, as well as for the fight against illegal
immigration

Decree Law 142/2015, implementing the EU Directive 2013/33 and 2013/32

Decree Law 24/2014, transposition of EU Directive 2011/36

Decree Law 25/2008, transposition of EU Directive 2005/8

Decree Law 251/2007, transposition of EU Directive 2004/83

Decree Law 140/2005, transposition of EU Directive 2003/9

https://www.interno.gov.it/it
http://www.interno.gov.it/en
https://www.esteri.it/en/
https://www.lavoro.gov.it/g7-labour/
https://www.interno.gov.it/it/ministero/dipartimenti/dipartimento-liberta-civili-e-limmigrazione
http://www.libertaciviliimmigrazione.dlci.interno.gov.it/it/direzione-centrale-politiche-migratorie-autorita-fondo-asilo-migrazione-e-integrazione
https://www.esteri.it/en/servizi-consolari-e-visti/italiani-all-estero/aire_0/
https://www.lavoro.gov.it/ministro-e-ministero/Il-ministero/Organizzazione/Pagine/DG-immigrazione-e-delle-politiche-di-integrazione.aspx
https://www.anci.it/
https://www.esteri.it/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/PROTOCOLLO-ITALIA-ALBANIA-in-materia-migratoria.pdf
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:legge:2025;74
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2024/12/10/24G00206/sg
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2024/05/07/24A02369/sg
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legge:2023;20
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legge:2023-01-02;1!vig=2023-01-07
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/atto/serie_generale/caricaDettaglioAtto/originario?atto.dataPubblicazioneGazzetta=2020-07-18&atto.codiceRedazionale=20G00095&elenco30giorni=false
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legge:2020-10-21;130
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2018/10/04/18G00140/sg
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2017/04/18/17G00059/sg
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:2015-08-18;142
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto-legislativo:2014-03-04;24
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:2008-01-28;25
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:2007;251
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/atto/serie_generale/caricaDettaglioAtto/originario?atto.dataPubblicazioneGazzetta=2005-07-21&atto.codiceRedazionale=005G0166


Decree 189/2002, Amendment to immigration and asylum law

Decree Law 286/1998, Consolidated text of provisions concerning immigration regulations and norms on the status of foreigners

Relevant Publications
The Impact of COVID-19 on Ukrainian Labour Migrants in Czechia, Hungary, Poland and Italy

ENIGMMA 2 Case Study: Georgian Diaspora in Greece, Italy and Spain

Pathways and Policy Evolution: Comparing national laws and policies addressing irregular migrants (2024)

Diaspora Legislation and Engagement Policies in Lebanon, India, Ireland and Italy (2021)

https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:legge:2002-07-30;189!vig=
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:1998-07-25;286!vig=
https://test.duvinet.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/212-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-ukrainian-labour-migrants-in-czechia-hungary-poland-and-italy
https://test.duvinet.eu/en/resources/repository/38-studies/194-enigmma-2-case-study-georgian-diaspora-in-greece-italy-and-spain
https://www.icmpd.org/file/download/60952/file/Comparing_national_laws_and_policies.pdf?utm_source
https://www.icmpd.org/file/download/57366/file/Diaspora%2520Policies_WEB.pdf


Italy is a long-standing country of emigration, while immigration has become a demographically significant phenomenon only in the
early years of the 21st century. The country’s resident population, nearing 59 million in 2025, is ageing, experiencing low fertility, and
steadily declining, notwithstanding the growing share of foreign residents.

In 2024, approximately 191,000 people left Italy, of these only 18% were foreigners. Over the past 15 years, the stock of Italians
living abroad has increased by over 97,5%, to more than 6.1 million in 2024, representing 10.3% of Italy’s total resident population.
Most of them live in Europe, especially in Germany, Spain and the United Kingdom; or America, with Brazil, the United States, and
Argentina as key destinations. The majority are young people between 18 and 34 years old and highly educated.

As of January 2025, the total foreign resident population in Italy was 5.4 million – with a nearly equal share of men and women –
marking a 3,2% increase from the previous year and a 8.5% increase compared to 2019. The largest community comes from
Romania, representing 20% of foreign residents. Among the non-EU nationals who make up 73% of foreign residents, the most
populous groups come from Albania, Morocco, China, Ukraine and Bangladesh. The majority of immigrants live in the country’s north-
west regions, particularly Lombardy (23%), followed by Lazio (12%) and Emilia Romagna (11%).

In 2023, 389,542 non-EU nationals received their first permits in Italy, 15.3% more than in 2022. Of these, about 35% were granted
for family reasons, primarily to nationals of Albania and Morocco, 7% for educational reasons, mainly to nationals of Iran and China,
10% for employment reasons, with India and Morocco as top countries of origins; and the remaining 48% for ‘other’ reasons. By the
end of 2023, the number of non-EU holders of valid residence permits in Italy exceeded 3.7 million, predominantly issued for family
and employment purposes (45.8% and 42.5%, respectively).

In the context of Italy’s ageing population and demographic decline, labour migration plays an increasingly vital role in sustaining the
workforce and supporting key economic sectors. According to EURES, in 2023, some 15% of the workforce in Italy consisted of
foreigners, with 4.2% from EU Member States and 10.9 % from non-EU countries. They also face higher unemployment rates,
especially among youth and women. To manage labour migration, the Italian government annually establishes entry quotas for non-
EU foreign through an ad-hoc Flows Decree. The decree sets specific quotas for seasonal, self-employed and non-seasonal employed
workers. Quotas are also set for converting existing residence permits, from study to work and from seasonal work to non-seasonal
employment.  In 2024,  Italy’s  Flows Decree raised the entry cap to 151,000 (61,250 non-seasonal,  89,050 seasonal,  700 self-
employed), up from 136,000 in 2023; the 2025 quota will rise to 165,000, and a draft 2026-28 decree envisions 497,550 work visas
overall. Despite these measures, Italy continued to report considerable labour shortages in 2025.

Located at the heart of the Mediterranean Sea and bordering the Balkans region, Italy serves as a major entry point to Europe.
Thousands of asylum seekers and migrants from Africa and Asia reach its shores each year, often by sea or through rescue operations
in the Sicily Channel. In 2024, 66,617 persons had disembarked in Italy, down from over 150,000 arrivals in 2023 and over 100,000 in
2022. Most arrivals come from Bangladesh, Eritrea, Pakistan and Egypt, with children accounting for 18.6% of them. In 2024, 108,925
non-EU nationals were found to be illegally present in Italy, a decrease compared to 2022 and 2023, possibly linked to tighter border
controls. That year, 27,970 individuals were ordered to leave, and 4,480  were returned to their country of origin. Many irregular
migrants are transiting onward to France, Switzerland and Germany.

As of June 2024, Italy hosted 312,849 refugees and 207,278 asylum seekers. Most of them come from Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Nigeria. In the course of 2024, 158,605 people applied for asylum in Italy and 78,565 first-instance decisions were issued. While the
number of negative decisions doubled compared to 2023, the share of those granted protection rose, exceeding 28,000 people in
2024, up from 22,000 in 2023. This included 11,500 people granted special protection for humanitarian reasons, a slight increase
from the previous year. Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Italy activated temporary protection under the EU framework.
As of mid-April 2025, 166,380 displaced people from Ukraine were present in Italy – 3.9% of the EU total.  

Since 2019,  over  8,200 refugees have been relocated to Italy  and France from Jordan,  Lebanon,  Niger,  and Ethiopia via  the
Humanitarian Corridors programme. In 2025, 700 Afghan nationals are expected to arrive under the same scheme. In December
2023, Italy launched a humanitarian corridor from Libya to transfer, in partnership with UNHCR, 1,500 highly vulnerable individuals
over three years via a community sponsorship scheme. However, only 216 people reached Italy over this route in 2024.

Italy has adopted most major international conventions, including the UN Human Rights treaties, ILO Conventions and the Global
Compact on Refugees. It has concluded various cooperation agreements with ministries, community and religious organizations,
universities in non-EU countries, and partners such as UNHCR. It established a Memorandum of Understanding with the Community of
Sant’Egidio, the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy, and the Tavola Valdese to facilitate humanitarian corridors for refugees.

Most recently, Italy has been working on the implementation of the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum and pushed for an EU-level list of
safe countries of origin. Domestically, the government has introduced reforms aimed at both facilitating regular migration and
deterring irregular arrivals. These include extending the required legal residence period for spouse/parent family reunification to two
uninterrupted years (with stricter housing standards), and establishing a special renewable residence permit for victims of labour
exploitation who cooperate with the judiciary. A December 2024 law tightened access to reception centres for asylum seekers who file
their claims more than 90 days after arrival, while prioritising those rescued at sea over land or air arrivals. Seeking additional
deterrence measures, Italy signed a five-year agreement with Albania in late 2023 to build Italian-run processing centres in Shengjin
and Gjader, with the capacity to handle up to 36,000 migrants annually. Transfers of rejected asylum seekers under this scheme have
already began, in parallel with broader EU discussions on establishing return hubs in third countries. In May 2025, Italy enacted a
more restrictive citizenship law. Eligibility by descent is now limited to individuals with a parent or grandparent born in Italy, ending
access for those with more distant ancestors. The law also introduces a requirement for a “genuine link” to Italy, such as two years of
residency either after acquiring citizenship and prior to the applicant’s birth or adoption. 
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https://www.migrantes.it/wp-content/uploads/sites/50/2024/11/RIM24_Sintesi.pdf
https://esploradati.istat.it/databrowser/#/en/dw/categories/IT1,POP,1.0/POP_MIGRATIONS/DCIS_MIGRAZIONI/IT1,28_185_DF_DCIS_MIGRAZIONI_6,1.0
https://www.migrantes.it/wp-content/uploads/sites/50/2024/11/RIM24_Sintesi.pdf
https://esploradati.istat.it/databrowser/#/it/dw/categories/IT1,POP,1.0/POP_FOREIGNIM/DCIS_POPSTRRES1/IT1,29_7_DF_DCIS_POPSTRRES1_1,1.0
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https://www.ela.europa.eu/en/news/gaps-european-labour-market-2024-continue-increase#:~:text=Labour%20market%20imbalances%20across%20Europe,disproportionately%20affected%20by%20unemployment%20risks.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_eirtn/default/table?lang=en
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/italy-migrant-farmworker-exploitation#:~:text=Asylum%20seekers%20and%20other%20migrants%20crossing%20the%20Mediterranean%20irregularly%20often,wish%20to%20remain%20in%20Italy.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Temporary_protection_for_persons_fleeing_Ukraine_-_monthly_statistics#:~:text=The%20number%20of%20persons%20under,(%2D670;%20%2D1.2%25).&text=Interactive%20Figure%201%20below%20shows,percentage%20of%20the%20EU%20total.
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/63865/italy-humanitarian-corridor-agreement-set-to-bring-in-700-afghan-refugees
https://www.humanitariancorridor.org/en/homepage/#:~:text=The%20Humanitarian%20Corridors%20are%20a,with%20mental%20disorders%2C%20elderly%20people.
https://help.unhcr.org/italy/resettlement/#:~:text=The%20evacuation%20/%20Humanitarian%20Corridors%20from,from%20Italy%20to%20other%20countries.
https://msf.lu/en/articles/journee-des-migrants-les-couloirs-humanitaires-de-la-libye-litalie-en-toute-securite
https://msf.lu/en/italie
https://www.santegidio.org/pageID/30112/langID/en/HUMANITARIAN-CORRIDORS.html
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/62957/melonibrunner-promise-to-expedite-eu-migration-pact-and-list-of-safe-countries
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/italy-new-law-immigration-and-asylum-2025-01-09_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/italy-new-law-immigration-and-asylum-2025-01-09_en#:~:text=On%2011%20December%202024%20a%20new%20law,flows%2C%20international%20protection%2C%20and%20related%20judicial%20procedures.
https://apnews.com/article/italy-albania-migrants-asylum-5028fe39f6fe978d4018f3e734dda7f0
https://apnews.com/article/044bb60d7c4eb8be71349c71fe098985?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.imidaily.com/europe/italy-introduces-genuine-link-limitations-on-citizenship-by-descent/#:~:text=The%20New%20Rules:%20Stronger%20Ties,family%20presence%20in%20the%20country.


Italy is the party to the Prague Process, Budapest Process, as well as Rabat and Khartoum Processes.
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